The History About Lakeside Forest
The Branson area was first homesteaded during th&he City of Branson acquired the original 133 acres of what .
midl 8 0 OMre than one settler laid a claim on this landis now Lakeside Forest Wilderness Area from Dr. Lyle Owen
whicr:]h was prize(fj b(ra]cause ofri]ts ber?utifurll view, and(the acc?q%g_ The remaining seven acres, including the P:lome L a k C S 1 d C F 0 T C S t
to the waters of what was then the White River (now Lak@q barn area, were acquired from the Owen family in 2010. .
Taneycomo).One of the original claims to this land was | ocated at the corner O?Highwa 76, and Fall Creei Road, Wl 1 d e~rn €SS A rca
settled as one of the homeggt aﬁ(gfﬁarrséwelii:ormgl%rﬁi ef?or‘hbugy%ver?d&ft her for da
mule and a barrel of molas S|iGe’. - sthee the area was acquired, there have been signifi
One of the highlights of the Lakeside Forest Wilderness Aregast changes made to the park. The addition and extensio
a cave, known as Ol d Sol diofrsiléthroughauttiee parkwndvé arehatingsa targer ti@itinet-4
hideout during the Civil War. The cave is in the lower levelsaafrk that offer many different levels or difficulty ranging
the 250 foot high Branson Heights bluff along Lakérom Easy to Difficult. Other recent improvements to the
Taneycomo, and can still be reached today along the Taneyggrk include a nature themed playground that was installecofi®
mo Trail. The cave consists of a sing&hapad room  pear the parking lot area. This playground is the first of its
about 20 x 35 feet in size, but high enough to stand up in. DYFq in the Branson area. Other improvements include a
ing Civil war times, local gunsmith Calvin Gaylor, age 38, ijion, located adjacent to the playground, providing a
sought refuge in the cave for several months rather th rect famil){ Ichcation for a picnic. A new sw{ng}ineq orch
s y swpging p

Afhel ping the other sideo duJurin ar wh e :
threat of being forced into service. His wife Cassandra wolll§? hasgalso been ad\HEd near the original home site ﬁ1at

make the dangerous trip to the cave after dark to bring hiff{1Z€S €xisting stone columns from the home.
food and supplies

Wilbur Winchester built a vacation home on the property usihfl€ Trails _—
local rock in 1911 as a vacation hbipen his death in Bluff Trailstarts through an upland forest where mature l
1933, the home and approximately 90 acres were sold to Liyees dominate and the fairly level trail makes for an easl —
Owen, a 27 year old Branson native, for $14 an acre. Dr. Qvwalk.As the trail reaches the base of the Bluff Gardens anoL a k es I d e Forest
en would-send many years as a professor of Economics athe Owen Homestead, a set of 338alraistbne steps

the University of Tulsa. He moved his parents to the site, dadd down toward Lake Taneycomo. Fairly steep in desigh; 0 ¢ @t €d at the corner

|l ater retired there hi msel fthisipart of the trail takesosorse, agilityhadongewitthaegoddi ved unti | t he

late 19906s. Unfortunatel y,pamofluigs ad comfor@ie walkingrdtheesdeps destroylkeliet p@ar k i s open d

original home pictured below. were built from August 198@ust 1938 by Mr. 7: 00 am to 7:00 pm
Owen, his brothers and some friends. Inscribed in 7:00 am to 5:00 pm

mortar on a step near the bottom are the building dates
and the names of the workers, along with this testament

that these steps were not made of stone and mortar

the fact that he rarely owned or used a car. This trail contin-
ues past the homestead area and out the south end of the U{

yard until it meets the Ridge. Txaflortion of this trail l ranson
leads past the harrdfted stone walls, built by Lyle Owen >

and his family in the 19306s
difficulty.
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) o BRANSON

Thi s t@ail i's consi

the home, back when it was occupied by Dr. Owen, despite www. bransonpar ksandr

of their hard work,L e t those who tread hq:roer nLO&célorF?ltf’ormati

al one but of sweat bl ood B%ra]tnsognonPa_roks & R?Cre
’ ’ ’ (!LSaOO Bradnson Hills

is wide and fairly level, and leads directly Branson, MO 65611
to the Owen Homestehldfact, this was the driveway to 41335368
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Stonewall Trai€ircles th Trail #1
property where Dr. Of:
made his home in this
Mountain paradidduch
this trail parallels the sk
walls built by Dr. Owen,
well as more areas wl
the wall was never com
ed. The highlight of this
is the view of the W
River Valley and L{
Taneycomo from the
Gardens (notice the Coli@g
of the Ozarks on the far skig). note the
handbuilt retaining walls which hold the Bl
GardensThese were filled budkdiucket, carried up by
Dr. Owen and his kids, with the rich soil from the b
lands. This trail is considered easy in difficulty.

Ridge Traiwinds its way through forest and glades,
making &argeloop back to the Owen Drive and Bluff
Trail. This fairly level trail best suits families and is
sidered easy to moderate in difficultyhiocRaky for-

est makes up much of the woodlands, and during th
spring, blooming Eastern Redbuds and Flowering D
woods enhance the landscape with their striking col
trast to the stark forest. Also, note the largkkeedar
trees with multiple trun
addition to the trail can be located behind Branson |
ed Methodist Church. This portion of the trail is col
ered moderate in difficulty.

Lake Taneycomo Trgrovides a more difficult hike
through rougher terrain right along Lake Taneycc
Accessed by taking the steps down from the Bluff
or connecting from the Ridge Top thisiltrail in-

cludes the Grotto, a large rock cutout which forr
spectacular waterfall during rainy pe@aaginuing

North, you should look out for the two caves loc
wit hin t he Wil derness /
Cave. This trail is considered moderate to difficult.
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Trail #2



